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PART 230—INNOVATION FOR 
TEACHER QUALITY 

Subpart A—Troops-to-Teachers Program 

Sec. 
230.1 What is the Troops-to-Teachers pro-

gram? 
230.2 What definitions apply to the Troops- 

to-Teacher program? 
230.3 What criteria does the Secretary use 

to select eligible participants in the 
Troops-to-Teachers program? 

Subpart B [Reserved] 

AUTHORITY: 20 U.S.C. 1221e–3, 3474, and 6671– 
6684, unless otherwise noted. 

SOURCE: 70 FR 38021, July 1, 2005, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—Troops-to-Teachers 
Program 

§ 230.1 What is the Troops-to-Teacher 
program? 

Under the Troops-to-Teachers pro-
gram, the Secretary of Education 
transfers funds to the Department of 
Defense for the Defense Activity for 
Non-Traditional Education Support 
(DANTES) to provide assistance, in-
cluding a stipend of up to $5,000, to an 
eligible member of the Armed Forces 
so that he or she can obtain certifi-
cation or licensing as an elementary 
school teacher, secondary school teach-
er, or vocational/technical teacher and 
become a highly qualified teacher by 
demonstrating competency in each of 
the subjects he or she teaches. In addi-
tion, the program helps the individual 
find employment in a high-need local 
educational agency or public charter 
school. In lieu of a stipend, DANTES 
may pay a bonus of $10,000 to a partici-
pant who agrees to teach in a high- 
need school. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e–3, 3474, and 6671– 
6677) 

§ 230.2 What definitions apply to the 
Troops-to-Teacher program? 

As used in this subpart— 
Act means the Elementary and Sec-

ondary Education Act of 1965, as 
amended. 

Children from families with incomes 
below the poverty line means the up-
dated data on the number of children 

ages 5 through 17 from families with in-
comes below the poverty line provided 
by the Department of Commerce that 
the Secretary uses to allocate funds in 
a given year to local educational agen-
cies under Title I, Part A of the Act. 

High-Need Local Educational Agency 
as used in section 2304(a) of the Act 
means a local educational agency— 

(1) That serves not fewer than 10,000 
children from families with incomes 
below the poverty line; 

(2) For which not less than 20 percent 
of the children served by the agency 
are from families with incomes below 
the poverty line; or 

(3) For which 10 percent or more but 
less than 20 percent of the children 
served by the agency are from families 
with incomes below the poverty line 
and that assigns all teachers funded by 
the Troops-to-Teachers program to a 
high-need school as defined in section 
2304(d)(3) of the Act for the duration of 
their service commitment under the 
Act. 

Public Charter School means a charter 
school as defined in section 5210(1) of 
the Act. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e–3, 3474, and 
6672(c)(1)) 

§ 230.3 What criteria does the Sec-
retary use to select eligible partici-
pants in the Troops-to-Teacher pro-
gram? 

(a) The Secretary establishes the fol-
lowing criteria for the selection of eli-
gible participants in the Troops-to- 
Teachers program in the following 
order: 

(1) First priority is given to eligible 
service members who are not employed 
as an elementary or secondary school 
teacher at the time that they enter 
into a participation agreement with 
the Secretary under section 2304(a) of 
the Act, which requires participants to 
teach in a high-need local educational 
agency or public charter school for at 
least three years, who will be selected 
in the following order: 

(i) Those who agree to obtain certifi-
cation to teach science, mathematics, 
or special education and who agree to 
teach in a ‘‘high-need school’’ as de-
fined in section 2304(d)(3) of the Act. 
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